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Soviet Intemmns Are Gnm}y

Bver since the Sovxet invasion of
Afghanistan caught them. by surprise,

our mtelhgence services have taken a -
pessumstxc view of the Kremlin’s in- ..

tentions in:any situation. Few analysts* '
want to be on record as havmg un- -

derestimated Sovxet ‘aggressivendss. . .

ple, has been' the: sublect of favensh .

study and interpretation by experts at
the Defense Intelligence Agency, Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency and 8State De-
partinent. A series of - special “alert

- memorandums” has been sent to the

peesident = over the past several
months, -

The. nsaumenf of Sovxet intentions
is generally> grim.. The military ana-
lysts have warned that the Russians
might move to occupy Poland as early .

" as this week. A top-secret CIA esti-

mate said D-Day could be this commg
Friday, not before. ..

But largely ignored in the spate of
gloomy predictions of a Russian mil-

“itary move are the economic and po- -

litical - factors  the . old men in the
Kremlin must..consider. before they

make an irretrievable decision to use

force against the recalcitrant Poles.
The economic consequences partic-

ularly have heen-given.short shrift; yet

they are .impertant:to-the Soviet bloc.

‘East Germany, for-example, is heavily -
dependent on coal supplies from Po-

land. Irregular deliveries in the recent
months of strikes and disruption have.

caused 2 4 pexcent drop in production

_in some basic East German industries.

Furthermore, according to CIA es-

.. timates, a Soviet occupation of Poland -

would cost the Kremlin $10 billion a
“year —a sum the Soviet economy

.- could not absorb thhout serious dxs-
© ruption.

Politically, the guarded optlmxsis m"

our intelligence agencies point-.out,
Soviet boss Leonid Brezhnev .is re-
garded as a “consensus guy” He
would be reluctant to pursue a mil-
itary solution to the Polish problem
without support from the other East-

: satsllites, - “Brezhnev

”-“doesn’t want to-be alone “an analyst
' wd. *%

East Germany and Czechoelova}na

. which, with Russia, constitute Po- - -
_ . land’s "immediate neighbors, are be- -

:lisved to be supportmg the Kremlin.

--»But Ramania is reported to be a re-
‘luctant ally. '

Added to this is the certain hostility

—of the West and the almost-certain
- disapproval of Third World nations,
~ At a recent clgsed-door meeting with

top Resdgan administration officials, 10

“ Republican senators got a promise

from the administration. that “the

_strongest economic sanctions” against
“the Soviet Union would follow any

military takeover of Poland.
‘There is also, ofcourse,apurely
military consxderatxon that may - give

the Russians pause. The Poles have
. the best army among the satellite na--

-pretty

. aries. Only the Czech hosts’ sent tpp"
. officials, leading some analysts'to be:
" lieve that nothing substantive wilt re='~

sult from the meeting.

tions, and the tank-and f'ne way -
sist. Though their officers have. i_ o
thoroughly . Sovietized ~ Zh”i‘r i
purges and indoctrination, Polish-gen- !
erals have warned Soviet colleagues..
that the lower ranks will not submit.
peacefully to a Russian invasion..* et
The Poles did not let. the ho
ness of their situation stop;. them, m-
1939, when they were attacked: simul<
taneously by Germany and Russig ;i
With some relief, State Depamnem S
intelligence experts have noted::prin;
vately that Brezhnev's highly: publi
cized ‘ meeting - in  Pragues mcludw..
mostly low-level Politburo “function-*]

- a ,‘-,.>‘.

Balanced against all these" ?acwrs,
however, is the concern that may
prove decisive to. the Kremlin: allow--."

. ing the Poles the kind of pexsonah

freedoms and independence ffom So:l !
viet authority that they seem’ deter: 3
mined to achieve would be simply téo.,”

. threatening to the entire Soviet sya-- N

tem. If the Poles can get away. with.it,..
why not the Romanians, Hunganans,
Czechs and East Germans? . Why no&,
even the Russians? . =~ |-, .. oo
Self-preservation may ovemde alk

‘other considerations as the Kremlms
-hawks and doves argue. From :thein-

point of view, Poland may be a cancer;

.that ‘requires drastic surgery if- it m‘]

‘not to spread throughout themmmqm
' nist. empire. ., D

Yot

ECRYERFS

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/03 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000100160108-8



